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1 . THERE FOLLOWS, FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY, AN ACCOUNT 

OF CIRCUMSTANCES AND SUBSTANCE OF THE SECRETARY'S TWO TELE- 
PHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH CYPRUS PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU ON 
FEBRUARY 26. 

2. CYPRUS AMBASSADOR DIMI-RIOU TELEPHONED EUR ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY VEST AFTERNOON FEBRUARY 25 TO SAY THAT HE HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED BY KYPRIANOU TO PASS FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE TO 
THE SECRETARY: A) PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU FELT "INSULTED AND 
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LET DOWN" IN WAKE OF PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE TO SADAT ON 
THE LARNACA INCIDENT. FACT THAT CYPRUS WAS SMALL COUNTRY 
DID NOT MEAN THAT IT HAD NO RIGHTS AND NO NEED TO PRESERVE 
ITS SOVEREIGNTY. B) KYPRIANOU WAS DEEPLY DISTURBED BY 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM ANKARA THAT COUNSELOR NIMETZ AND 

U.S. DELEGATION IN TURKEY HAD AGREED WITH GOT THAT IT WAS 
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IMPERATIVE TO LIFT EMBARGO. C) IN LIGHT OF U.S. REPORT ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS, RUMORS THAT ADMINISTRATION WAS 
TRYING TO DIVORCE TURKISH EMBARGO FROM CYPRUS ISSUE, AND 
APPARENT EFFORTS OF U.S. TO ASSIST TURKEY AT GREEK AND 

CYPRIOT EXPENSE, THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT CLIMATE OF U.S.- 
CYPRUS RELATIONS WAS DETERIORATING. 

3. DIMITRIOU ALSO TOLD VEST THAT KYPRIANOU ARDENTLY 
DESIRED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AND WAS 
STRUGGLING HARD TO PREVENT ANY DETERIORATION. BUT HE 
NEEDED EVIDENCE TO ACHIEVE THIS OBJECTIVE. REGRETTABLY, 

ON ACCOUNT OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S STANCE IN THE LARNACA 
INCIDENT AND ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM IN GENERAL, KYPRIANOU 
FOUND HIMSELF IN A VERY DIFFICULT POSITION AND WITH FEW 
POSSIBILITIES FOR IMPROVING TIES AS HE WANTED. KYPRIANOU 
WAS PREPARED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER TO DISCUSS 
MATTERS BEFORE THEY WORSENED. 

4. THE SECRETARY TELEPHONED KYPRIANOU MORNING OF "EB 26 
TO ASSURE HIM THAT HE HAD RECEIVED HIS MESSAGE AND TO MAKE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: A) WE WANTED GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
CYPRUS, BUT THE STATEMENTS THAT UERE CURRENTLY BEING 
MADE ON THE ISLAND DID NOT MOVE US IN THAT DIRECTION; 

B ) KYPRIANOU SHOULD NOT ACCEPT AS FACT INCORRECT RUMORS 
UHICH HAD BEEN REPORTED ABOUT RECENT MEETINGS NIMETZ HAD 
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HAD IN ANKARA; C) SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WAS DEEPLY 
TROUBLED AND OFFENDED BY CHARGES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE BY 
LYSSARIDES AGAINST THE U.S. AND CLARK CLIFFORD. THE 
SECRETARY SAID THAT THESE CHARGES WERE TOTALLY FALSE 
AND THAT THEY WERE EXTREMELY HARMFUL TO RELATIONS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES. HE SUGGESTED THAT KYPRIANOU TAKE 
ACTION TO DENY THEM. KYPRIANOU AGREED, AND SAID HE HAD 
ALREADY DONE SO. 

5. KYPRIANOU SAID HE WISHED TO RAISE TWO CONCERNS WITH 
THE SECRETARY: A) THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO SADAT CON- 
CERNING THE LARNACA INCIDENT; AND B) RUMORS TO THE EFFECT 
THAT AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN NIMETZ AND PRIME 
MINISTER ECEVIT THAT THE EMBARGO WOULD BE LIFTED IMMEDI- 
ATELY, AND THAT THERE WAS NO LINKAGE BETWEEN CYPRUS AND 
THE EMBARGO. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, KYPRIANOU SUGGESTED 
THAT HE BE AUTHORIZED TO STATE THAT THE SECRETARY HAD 
ASSUR:D HIM THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE DID NOT INTEND 
TO FIX BLAME ON THE GOC, AND TO MAKE APPROPRIATE STATE- 
MENT WITH RESPECT TO RUMORS CONCERNING LIFTING OF ARMS 
EMBARGO. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HE WOULD CONSIDER THIS 
SUGGESTION AND WOULD BE BACK SHORTLY. 
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6. AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY 
TELEPHONED KYPRIANOU AGAIN AND TOLD HIM THAT HE COULD SAY 
THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE LARNACA INCIDENT WITH THE 

SECRETARY AND T;AT THE LATTER HAD STATED: "THE MESSAGE 
FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT SADAT WAS NOT INTENDED 
TO FIX BLAME ON EITHER EGYPT OR CYPRUS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS TRAGIC INCIDENT." SECONDLY, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT 
KYPRIANOU WAS AUTHORIZED TO STATE IN CONNECTION WITH 
RUMORS RELATING TO RECENT NIMETZ DISCUSSIONS IN ANKARA 
THAT "THOSE DISCUSSIONS WERE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AND NO 
AGREEMENT WAS ENTERED INTO AND NO COMMITMENTS NERE MADE." 
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7. KYPRIANOU REITERATED TO THE SECRETARY HIS DESIRE FOR 
STRENGTHENING U.S.-CYPRUS RELATIONS AND SUGGESTED THAT A 
DISCUSSION OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WOULD BE USEFUL IN 
THIS CONNECTION. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT WE WOULD 
DISCUSS THE MATTER OF BILATERAL TALKS WITH THE CYPRIOT 
AMBASSADOR. VANCE 
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